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are a large number of species, of which fourteen are British.

The eggs are usually laid singly on the bark of the food-
plant. The caterpillar is white and elongate, with five pairs
of sucker feet. It bores in the stems or roots of its food-plant,
the plants attacked being very diverse. The pupa, which
is generally enclosed in a slight cocoon of silk and wood-chips
inside the bore, is furnished with spines on the abdominal
rings, and has more power of movement than is usual in
Lepidop'.era. Hibernation usually takes place as a larva;
frequently the life-history occupies two or more years.

Several of the Sesiids are pests, but none are of first-class
importance. The best-known species in this country is Sesia
(dEgeria) tipuliformis, which attacks the stems of currant.
In America, the most important is probably dEgeria (Sanninoi-
dea) exitiosa, which attacks the trunks of peach trees close to
the ground, and causes much damage.

Hind-wing with vein 8 free or connected to the cell by a bar ;
vein Ic present; middle spurs of hind tibiae well developed ;
palpi obtuse; proboscis and frenulum present. Larvae
living in concealment.
This is a very large family, with a very wide distribution:
it is, however, more characteristic of temperate than of tropical
regions. There are 330 British species. The family is sub-
divided into several sub-families which are ranked as families
by many authorities. Meyrick recognizes four families,
grouped in the super-family Tortricina.
The moths are of small size, with densely scaled wings
usually of dull colours. The fore-wings, as a rule, exhibit
brown markings, the hind-wings being without a pattern.
The fore-wings are long and frequently have a characteristic
appearance due to a hump on the costal margin. In rest,
the wings are wrapped round the body. The antennae are of
moderate length and the proboscis is present. The majority
of Tortricids fly at dusk with a rapid, darting flight: in the
day-time they rest on tree trunks, the under-sides of leaves?
and in other suitable places, and are very inconspicuous.